Trauma and forensic medicine.
Trauma physicians are frequently involved in the evaluation and treatment of patients who are victims of crimes or themselves criminals. These physicians usually have little or no training in the forensic aspects of emergency medical care and therefore necessary evidence may often be overlooked, lost, inadvertently discarded, or its admissibility denied because of improper handling or documentation. Criteria were developed to evaluate the forensic medical aspects of such trauma cases and to discern the magnitude of the problem. The majority of the cases reviewed demonstrated significant forensic medical deficiencies primarily in the areas of documentation and/or handling or securing of evidence. Trauma physicians have the responsibility and potential liability to insure that necessary evidence is properly secured and preserved while caring for their patients. Educational programs should be developed for this purpose.